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Contact: Manuela Well-Off-Man, curator, Montana Museum o f Art & Culture, 406-243-2019,
manuela.well-off-man@mso.umt.edu.
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITS FEATURED AT UM MUSEUM
MISSOULA—
Two remarkable photography exhibitions - “Watershed Stories” and “Rephotographing
Atget: Christopher Rauschenberg” - will open at The Montana Museum o f Art & Culture at The
University of Montana Tuesday, Aug. 29.
The exhibitions will be in the museum’s M eloy and Paxson galleries, located in the U M ’s
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center, through Saturday, Oct. 28.
“Watershed Stories,” a regional, non-juried photography exhibition, features a broad
cross section of images of the Clark Fork, Blackfoot and Silverbow watersheds. Individuals o f all
ages and abilities were invited to document life within these watersheds affected by the removal
of the Milltown Dam.
The exhibition includes photographs from residents o f Butte, Clinton, Florence, Missoula
and St. Regis. Cyanotypes from a museum-sponsored workshop at the Missoula Boys and Girls
Club and historic snapshots of life in Bonner courtesy o f the Demmons Collection o f Bonner
School also are part of the exhibit.
“Watershed Stories” is part of “Changing Currents,” a community series o f the Missoula
Museum Collective that offers events during the year to explore the removal of the Milltown
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Dam and its ramifications. The collective includes the Montana Museum o f Art & Culture, the
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, the Missoula A rt Museum and UM ’s Gallery o f Visual
Arts, located in the University’s Social Science Building.
“Rephotographing Atget” presents a contemporary interpretation of the work o f French
photographer Eugene Atget, who lived from 1857 to 1927. Atget is considered one o f the
seminal photographic modernists.
In “Rephotographing Atget,” contemporary photographer Christopher Rauschenberg
revisits 500 locations in Paris originally photographed nearly 100 years earlier in Atget’s
encyclopedic and comprehensive record of the city.
While not attempting to replicate the exact angles and perspectives o f Atget’s
photographs, Rauschenberg evokes their aesthetic and emotional tone. The resulting work pays
homage to Atget and serves as a commentary on photography as history and art.
Rauschenberg, who lives in Portland, Ore., was bom in New York City in 1951. He has
been a photographer, curator and advocate for the arts since 1973.
Edwin and Janet House, retired Idaho State University educators, generously supported
this exhibition. Edwin House earned a master’s degree at UM.
An opening reception for both exhibitions will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
7, in the museum’s Meloy and Paxson galleries. It is sponsored by the museum and by the
Alliance Francaise of Missoula.
At 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 19, Rauschenberg will present a visiting artist’s lecture in the
Meloy Gallery. He will comment on his work and on the work of the photographers in
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“Watershed Stories.”
Both events are free and open to the public.
There is no admission charge for the Montana Museum o f Art & Culture. Gallery hours
are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and 4 to 8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Free
parking is available near the northwest comer of the PAR/TV Center.
For more information, call the museum at 406-243-2019 or go online to
http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum.

###

NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of select artwork included in these exhibitions are available
on request. Please contact Kelley Robison, Montana Museum o f Art & Culture at 406-243-2019
e-mail kelley.robison@mso.umt.edu.
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